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  Activity Report for Active Inquiry Community Interest Company – September 2008-December 2012
	PROJECT
	DATE
	DESCRIPTION

	Training with invited European Practitioner
	September 2008 & February 2010 & May 2011
	Three training weekends with invited European theatre practitioner in order to share excellent practice and improve European connections and theatre making in Scotland.

	Comfort Zone
	October 2008 – June 2009
	A project exploring our relationship to public space. This project was developed with our permanent devising group for adults – Flashback Drama. The group devised and wrote the script for performances at the Leith Arts Festival in Edinburgh in June 2009. The show was directed by Gavin Crichton

	SPACE
	February-May 2009
	A piece of forum theatre which engaged people in debates about what public space is and how much of a stake the public have in its future. The theatre piece was devised with Active Inquiry company members and toured to various community and arts venues in north Edinburgh.

	Devising Forum Theatre
	February 2009 & October 2010
	A training weekend, organised and run by Active Inquiry for theatre and community workers, which explored how to successfully devise a piece of Forum Theatre with a group.

	Take One Action
	September 2009 & 2010
	Working with annual Scottish Film Festival, Take One Action, we have run fringe theatre workshops and have been developing ways to bring theatre into cinemas and merge theatre and film in performance.

	Stigma of Mental Health
	September-October 2009
	Working with The Orchard Centre, a mental health support agency, this project developed a piece of Forum Theatre for the Mental Health Arts and Film Festival in October 2009 - challenging stigma towards people with mental health issues.

	The Legacy
	October 2009 – June 2010
	A project exploring what change is and how we make it happen in our lives and communities. This project was developed with our permanent devising group for adults – Flashback Drama. The group devised and wrote the script for performances at the Leith Arts Festival in Edinburgh in June 2010. The show was directed by Gavin Crichton

	News Group
	November 2009- Ongoing
	This monthly theatre group explores current news stories and examines how we can become active participants in current affairs rather than passive consumers.

	CHANGE
	February-May 2010
	A Forum Theatre project, coinciding with the UK General Election in May 2010. The project used theatre to engage people in debates about the nature of change and how to make positive change happen. The theatre piece was devised with Active Inquiry company members and toured to various community and arts venues in north Edinburgh.

	Boal and Freire’s Approaches with Disadvantaged Groups
	March 2010
	A meeting of European theatre practitioners in Casaltone, Italy where we exchanged ideas and learned from each other’s practice about how to make challenging and entertaining theatre with the communities we work in.

	Dementia Care in Rural Areas
	May-June 2010
	Working with the University of the Highlands and Islands this project developed theatre work with people with Dementia, including working in day care centres, which explored the difficulties in dementia care in rural Scotland.

	Barriers to Accessing Healthcare
	July-September 2010
	A project working with the BME community of North Edinburgh which used Forum Theatre to engage people with using theatre to express and try to solve the problems associated with accessing healthcare.

	Altrum Risk Research Project
	August 2010 - Ongoing
	This is a current project working with people with a disability using theatre to explore the concept of “risk” and asking how they can take more control of risk in their lives.

	Cyrenians Conflict Resolution
	September 2010 - Ongoing
	Occasional workshops in schools in partnership with Edinburgh Cyrenians exploring conflict resolution with young people.

	Power to the People?
	October 2010 – May 2011
	A Forum Theatre project exploring the concept of Empowerment. The first stage before Christmas involved actors taking a Forum Theatre play to community venues in Leith and the second stage involved audience members working with actors to create their own Forum Plays for a community event in May 2010. The creation of an Action Plan was an integral part of this event.

	Next in Line
	October 2010 – June 2011
	A project exploring Power through the uniquely British pastime of queuing! Devised, written and performed by Flashback Drama Group in the Leith Festival 2011.

	So We Stand Training
	January 2011
	Training day for So We Stand activists in Glasgow

	Nicaragua Learning Exchange Training
	January – June 2011
	Training for Community group at Tollcross Community Centre in Theatre of the Oppressed techniques.

	Abertay University
	February 2011
	Workshop for artists and activists at The University of Abertay in Dundee

	TOgether European Project
	February 2011- June 2013
	Pan-European project with 3 other groups across Europe taking work to Europe and bringing European work to Edinburgh to share learning.

	Action Research on Violence Project
	February 2011 – Ongoing
	Working with Shakti Women’s Aid to gather the views of young people from the BME community on violence and conflict.

	Edinburgh University
	February 2011 & April 2011
	Working with Community Education students and Primary school teacher trainees.

	Scottish Disability History Month
	March 2011- Ongoing
	On steering group for the first Scottish Disability History Month from 22nd Nov to 22nd Dec 2011

	Flashcraft
	August 2011
	Working with volunteers to choreograph a short performance for the Pittenweem Festival to explore new ways of looking at craft objects.

	Mobilise Festival
	August 2011
	We ran a News group session and took part in a Arts and Activism debate at this anti-cuts Festival run by UNISON

	Thistle Transition Project
	September 2011 - Ongoing
	Working with the Thistle Foundation and Saltersgate school to develop work which explores transition options for disabled pupils leaving school.

	Knowing Ways
	September 2011
	Attended the Knowing Ways Conference in Edinburgh with a bursary from Creative Scotland.

	Flashplay
	September 2011 - Ongoing
	A group taking small Flashplays to the streets to raise awareness and debate about various issues. This was an action point from the Power to the People? day in May 2011.

	Staff Development Workshop
	October 2011
	Working with staff from a supported housing company in Edinburgh on exploring ways to overcome problems.

	Dr. Bell’s Family Centre
	October 2011
	Working with parents from Dr Bell’s we created a piece of Forum Theatre exploring problems of childcare costs and housing benefit for the Dr Bell’s AGM

	The Melting Pot
	October 2011
	A workshop at The Melting Pot shared office space in Edinburgh introducing Forum Theatre and Augusto Boal

	Archaeology Conference
	October 2011
	Ran a workshop exploring “Embodiment and different experiences of bodies and objects in the past” workshop” at this conference.

	Not For Profit
	October 2011 – May 2012
	A Forum Theatre project in Leith exploring the effects and causes of cuts to public services culminating in a big community event attended by 80 people in May 2012

	Disability History Month Scotland Conference
	December 2011
	Helped to organise and ran a workshop at the first Disability History Month Scotland Conference

	Review of Scottish Theatre
	January 2012
	Contributed to the Creative Scotland Review of Scottish Theatre

	Galway Course
	February 2012
	We were invited to run a weekend training workshop on Forum Theatre in Ireland.

	Edinburgh University Law School
	February 2012
	Ran a week long project with law students from Edinburgh University developing pieces of Forum Theatre exploring experiences of being a student.

	Scottish Social Services Council
	February 2012
	Worked with SSSC and Diversity Matters and a group of disabled participants to develop short films exploring the Continuous Learning Framework for use in training

	TOgether European Project
	March 2012
	Spent 10 days in Lisbon meeting other Theatre Companies from across Europe, participating in training workshops and developing an International Forum Theatre Play.

	Rainbow of Desire and Gender Oppression
	April 2012
	Ran a Rainbow of Desire Training Workshop for Strange Theatre exploring Gender Oppression as part of their “Goddess” project.

	World Spirit Forum Theatre
	April 2012
	Ran a training workshop with World Spirit Forum Theatre group in Glasgow on “Jokering”

	Concept Seminar
	May 2012
	Attended “Putting Campaigning back into Community Education” seminar at Edinburgh University

	May Day 2012
	May 2012
	Spoke at the 2012 May Day celebrations at The Pleasance

	TOgether European Project
	May 2012
	Continued the TOgether project with 5 days working in Berlin

	The Retreat
	June 2012
	Flashback drama group presented this play exploring the effects of economic decisions on people’s lives in the Leith Festival

	TOgether European Project
	June 2012
	Continued this project by attending and performing in the International Theatre of the Oppressed Festival in Pula, Croatia

	Changing Our World Beyond the Ivory Tower
	July 2012
	Ran a Theatre of the Oppressed Workshop as part of this event.

	Getting it Right for Looked After and Disabled Children
	August-December 2012
	Working with Strathclyde University and The Scottish Universities Insight Institute, we worked with a group of Looked After and disabled young people to create a piece of Forum Theatre for a knowledge exchange event at the Lighthouse in Glasgow.

	Divided We Fall?
	August 2012 - On-going
	A Forum Theatre Project in Leith exploring Identity, Diversity and Integration.

	Devising Forum Theatre
	September 2012
	Open weekend training workshop in Leith

	TOgether European Project
	October 2012
	This project continued with 5 days work in Berlin including performing in a Berlin Theatre

	Occupy Edinburgh Anniversary
	October 2012
	Ran a workshop in St Andrew Square as part of Occupy Edinburgh’s first anniversary celebrations.

	Acting for Forum Theatre
	November 2012
	Ran this weekend training workshop in Leith

	Disability History Month Scotland
	November-December 2012
	Attended opening of DHMS in Scottish Parliament and helped to organise conference


